
Reclaiming Counter Space With an Above Range Microwave 

 

Crowded counters are one of the most common complaints in busy kitchens, and the microwave 

is often the bulky culprit. An above range microwave solves that squeeze by mounting over the 

cooktop, freeing valuable surface area while adding ventilation in one move. Many homeowners 

hesitate, unsure whether the height, venting, or clearance will work in their space. Those 

concerns are easy to settle once you understand how these units are designed to function. This 

article walks through the problem, the features that address it, and the steps that lead to a 

smooth, confident installation in a typical home kitchen. 

https://smarthomeluxury.com/collections/over-the-range-microwave


The Common Problem 
Countertop microwaves eat up prime workspace right where you prep and plate meals. In 

smaller kitchens, that lost area makes everyday cooking feel cramped and cluttered. 

In compact kitchens, every square inch of counter earns its keep. A bulky appliance parked on 

the surface forces cooks to shuffle ingredients and tools around it, which slows prep and breeds 

clutter exactly where you need clear, usable space the most. 

Once the counter is reclaimed, prep flows more naturally and the kitchen simply works better, 

which is exactly the kind of quiet improvement that pays off at every single meal. 

Why the Right Choice Matters 
Mounting the unit overhead returns the counter to cooking duty and combines two functions in 

one footprint. An above range microwave handles reheating while its built in fan pulls steam and 

odors away from the cooktop. 

Mounting the unit overhead does double duty in a single footprint. An above range microwave 

clears the counter while its fan draws steam, smoke, and cooking odors up and away, keeping 

the air fresher during everything from a quick reheat to a long simmer on the cooktop below. 

Mistake to Avoid 

Skipping the clearance check is the classic error. Confirm the height above the cooktop and the 

cabinet width before ordering so the unit installs safely and looks balanced. 

Forgetting to check filter access is another easy slip, since a filter you cannot reach is a filter that 

rarely gets cleaned. 

Feature That Helps 

A strong venting fan and bright cooktop lighting add real value beyond reheating. Sensor cooking 

and quiet operation make daily use more pleasant. 

Bright cooktop lighting is an underrated benefit, illuminating pots and pans so you can judge 

browning and bubbling at a glance. Quiet operation and simple sensor controls round out the 

daily convenience and make the appliance pleasant rather than intrusive to use. 

Look for a fan with more than one speed so you can match airflow to the task, running it gently 

for a quick reheat and turning it up during heavy frying. Adjustable lighting and clear, simple 

controls round out a design that feels genuinely thoughtful in daily use. 

Long Term Benefit 

By consolidating microwave and ventilation duties, an above range microwave keeps the kitchen 

tidy and the workflow efficient for years. 



How to Make a Confident Decision 
Measure the opening, check the venting path, and confirm the mounting hardware before you 

buy. A capable installer ensures the unit sits level and vents correctly. 

●​ Confirm clearance height above the cooktop. 

●​ Match the width to the cabinet opening. 

●​ Decide between recirculating and ducted venting. 

●​ Check filter access for easy cleaning. 

Decide early whether your kitchen supports ducted venting to the outside or recirculating 

venting through a filter, since this choice affects both performance and installation. An 

experienced installer can confirm the right path and ensure the unit sits level and secure above 

the cooktop. 

Final Thoughts 
A tidy, efficient kitchen is well within reach when you respect the clearances and choose a unit 

with genuine venting power rather than picking on looks alone. Take the measurements and plan 

the install carefully. Buyers weighing simpler setups sometimes compare a dedicated over the 

range microwave layout against a separate hood and counter unit to see which suits their habits. 

Plan deliberately and the space will feel open again. 
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